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Arvir rintedS«n. 18,2001 

R«p}y r« UH'wtt ACilon uriun« 25. 2003 



Kecon3id#sration of cois parRfilJapplication 15 x»^ftpectfuilY 
rQquH5!t.ftd in view of Lh« foresoinq .amencim«r.L5 and the rollowimj 
rw.arks. 

As discusKed briefly with the Fixatniner on August 27, 2003, 
and nn September 9, 200.3 enclosed. .p^ieasa fiuO an ancndmsnt aftpr 
allowoncQ. ThH 5iibje« ot the disfiiassiona with th^ ErrtH^iner arc 
enclfjis»^.d in the reniarks. The dppli.cant riftsp«%c;Lfuily requests 
entry cf this airi=rnrimcnt . part;i<jMilar, claims 53 and dO have 
been ftt:iifenddd to r6Tr^ve thw reference to th« rr«ai,fer support 
bcincr tormsd fnm a ^'a^s-tight therrrtofor.Tisblc material".. Hew 
claim fil addresses this f««iLare in^tcdd, Previously submitted 
claimo 35 and did not contain Teature th^t the tt*<n«fer 
mats?rir^l ia made txom a "'gfaH-ti^ht thcrxnotorznabJ ft natcriai'"' in 
etdditioHf the ai>plicatnt believes, that a transfer aupporl m^rie 
froTu non gas-tight ^hsritwjformable material .^s uupportod in the 
5pc=iticaticn on page 10 lines 22^54 ^nd on page 11. Thft 
apijnr.ant io amending cl^-ims 03/ "SS and 60 and Adding new claim 
61 i)cc5use uf the filing of the Amendment on Way 27, 9.Q02, the 
'Applicant did not want Uo include thia teaturft in independent 
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Amdu doted S«pt. lit, it^ 

Rcpt^ tu OfHcc Aciion of June 2h 200^ 

Claims S'H *^nd 60 but ratfter wantRd :to hive thie feature a 
dependent clairo. ! 

The apj>licant: «jAft balievoo itsat thsre Is no aubswoncial 
amount of ddtiiticnel work n«C95saty for review since t^ft 
dpplicant ociieves thai rto new aear^ch is needftti af.d that tna 
clains 38 «mttnd«d would be suffic^nt overcome "he refR fences 
cited. For cx^ple, rhe fv^ature ot\tho transfyr support being s 
^'qas clgh- th«unof ormabic materl^a^' ^as not incioiled in 
iifftviously filed inciepenr>.iiL claiin'a 3b and 36 vhich were reviewed 
I'or alloi*r<>nr« bdsed upon tiic art en r^Tcrd. In addition, xUv 
applicant bciiovss rhar tha claims aa proeonted iu the presort 
amendr.en*- -rfnd the arguments for patRnLdbility procontad In ihn 
pr«y-:ou3ly filed amendmenT on May^«27, w^rs ^uCrir.ient to 

grant a:.lovanw based upon the soopa of Ulits now orr.endod cialrss. 
Ir» particular , the present Invention in independent cleiiius S3 ano 
differs sifjni ^tcantly from the, referRnutss cited. 

appllc'^rit telievsc that . claims are paten'cable ovwr 

i.litt ai>ove cited reforencas, in particular Ciaveau an<? C«ic;ocf« 
because the proc^^N.-^ of clair. b3 and tha «,ssociatecl apparatus of 
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Kcpty to omos A^Uon of June 25, 2UtU 

rArihx GO 9rc entirely Jifferent from both CIuvim^u ana Peroodi^ m d 
the applicant bsUeves that oven th» ».:orabination cf ClavR^u dnd 
D^rood^ wni.ld not teach t^.e prjcftfia according to cl^im 53 cr the 
wpparatuo accor<iing claim 60. 

Claveca differs fum the proceee of cl^Jim D3 and the 
apporowuc ot claiin 60 for tho folloviijy reasonc; 1] Clsw^fu 
requlrps diu edditional envelopM to enclose and prwA^ down on 
inkers; 2) ConseqURni.ly, Claveau dogs not O^aclose thst these 
inJcsrs ax*? ('r^^pable of performing LLe proceao of the t/'*n»fer of 
tn/ii-«riai ot claim 53 cmd doe^ not disclose thdt these inkers are 
tormaa similr*r to the transfer sui>pcjLt of claim 60; 3) 
^ppdidt'js of Ciav^au and i.he. procece tor applying inks using the 
deai^in of CI&vqbu iA consequently much more complicated thar wlLh 
the pifiKHiii i.-vention of the process of ciaiiu 53 or J he apparatus 
of ciciir t>0. 

For sample, CJ^vftaii disclose^ a pror.R.sw and a ay^Jteji for 
transferriiuj aruwcrk or decoration, via inkers having 
fieuorationa chsi are ijrft55ftd on via separate superimposed 
membranesi fifc and Ob- 
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RepI/ to Offitic AcMn of Aifi« 25. 

In contr^t^t. t;laim 53 states th«f fcllowing: 

iiroviding on enveicpe fuiaed fjcom a transf^^f .support «tach 
iN adapted to r^csive Mia artefact.-.. whereJn said stop cf 
proYidinq said envelope coinprise^ .formi-uj said envelop© fic»m s^»id 
transter suppoiL eo that said opan md i« dctined by 
portifrt< of aaid trans-«r siipporti, 



Thus, bcccuse the prot:»ii3 of claim 33 results in the 
providing «»m envelope from the" rV«rii*fer auppcrt^r cl^iit* t:"?. and 
assot:.irt-ed claim W differ.*? Cloto Claveau, 

Fur*.>iii!rmore, Clctvaau does ml 'diaclosfi that the inVftra 3% 
iliHi: contain doooratiojiti are loapaWe of pRrforming tnc 
functions of Um transfer support of rldim S3 auch as 
txHiiftferrin^ ink or doc<jj:«^tiona to on artefact- Inat^ad^ cliiro 
bi> states: 

sucking ^ir fron\ an cpen and' of ftaid envelope to Cc.us« ^aid 
transfer si.pport to cdhera to bohh- aidos of said artpf^icL whereirt 

Th2 applicant telievKS that 'this st«p signlfltos the 
dittcrence betw^jwt'i the present inventiun in claim 53 and ciav^au 
In ihaz because the transfer -support can b« us«d >.:*> transfer the 
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Reply lu Office i\ction of ^me 25. Tddl 

< 

artwork withoi..i an additional oftveVope, the process Is vncJh 
sL7f»iftr with the ptecanr invention.- 

fur f^xanplc, with Clavn/iUf this oopsraw strvjuture of u.ne 
Inkera :i' having tit*i -.iiratiQno 31 and \the THHiubreiae5 bo and 8b 
creacfi a more: ccmpicK and in^ff^i cogent otructure and therefore 
process tnan that uf claim whlph invylvos only on© tran^f^r. 
5upporr hfiving a decoration. ThA' design ot Ciat^«au c:;?uld result 
In Ui3placemcnts cccurx.:ng betveen- tho merabi^^ofts Oa-ond yb and 
the inkers ^' which re^uxt in a te^icftd accuracy in z\w- 
application ot the d^cnrnLion to the artefact ^nd a dsoreasQ in 
the applic^Tiuii quality. 

Ddroo'ie iHffera fro:t the proce.sn of claim ^3 and the 
appaint-us of claim f>0 for Th« lollowinq reasons: 1) 7>ercode 
diacloocc a procesa that in volvesiadditloTml compleK Tndchinery; 
2) D&rood^ »^1«o di3Cios88 that t*w^- object for dgcorat'on n.U3t be 
plrtutid on thici machinery; Detb^dc blocks or sft«ls the endo of 
the transfer Kapr>u/'t;. and 41 in fij&roodf the artefact is only 
cortfid un cne aide. 
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ArMh dutoa iMpt. i k, 200? 

RivL* » 0<f«c AstieA otiyM 25,?0(l^ 

Tor example, n*roode diccioeds' a prnf:t*iis that involves a 
flaxllDl-i tfvipport 3kin li> that Is blocked between somplic^At h::^ 
Tnac^^iaery involviing d Trame 27 aiid 9 counter rxcime 26 which is 
ppsiclon«.'.l fonn a vacuum in chamber 2C. 

:n contrast, the process according ciaiin 53 disdcMes the 
follciN'inq step: 

suckina oir from an i:v^.n end/at caid «nv«lv£irt r,o c«u3c £aici 
tronsfer support r.n odhere to both Sides o£ -s^id artefact ?;>\ e r g in 
5Aid trar j 5^f.i. >^upp cr t xj laaiae iic n i.a tj< i A L ig ht thcxjtvoxomable 

thus, according to tno swp 'alcove rhe tranatcr support of 
r.lftim 53 forms its cwn vsiriiain wrapping around cha axMfact while 
the process or naroode involves cojnplicatHU external machinery to 
ap{:'y tint artwork. 

addition as stated iiliov*».> the object tc be de^corHLed, for 
c^arpie, specracl*f.N or glasses mu^t be placed yn a movable 
sjr.>(»()rt 30 vfhicb io movable inio a.; position for application by 
flexible support .^k-'n 15. In contrast, the envelope or artefact 

ciciitns 53 and SO does noi. o«eU»to be n'.oved on a rva^v^^blti 
support. ThuiJ, nt=tracd^ diftcrs because ihe flexible oupport skin 
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AiPdt. Awvi 5cpu I e. 2(H'3 

Reply 10 Ul net Acticrt of lantj 25. 2005 

15 must hi*: blocked between frsmt? 27, and counter frtunw 2C, and tha 
object to 09 decor^Jiftd ir.u3t bp mpved on ^ .aurable plote 3*. to 
contact support oltin 13 to I:)r-m a .sealed vacuum ctiRSL 23 which is 
sealed oy fraro« 2*? clamping down on.ccurl.«i f;:ain« 26 to close 
siit 28 -^'^ii form a sealed vacuum chamber, rhis re.'^tjlLg in the 
apparatus and the prc^t^i.-s.*? in Dcro'cde being much more complicateH 
that* -^he r>rot;eS5 o£ clcim 53 cr the Apparatus of claim which 
only requires that th« Liansfcr support be formed as an envelope. 

jor example, the process aa in claim 53 ^sfates; 



and vncrein cfuri/jy said s}^ck£ncr ^tep^ s^ui eaveiope ic so 
crzoncfcd to r«i<t?n flc^iibility ,M Jong its p&riphe^Yr tnezQby 
allowing s^id pt^^jisuzc to be applied (n said patt&rn direcrly Ly 
said tranarftr support. 



Thus. b<?rause the envelope r;etaiiib Its flexibility ir. Us 
per*jjhwral edcfe^ it does not. n«ed to be blocked by the frame i> 
and counter framft 26 of DeroodCv' Thus, Hia proceso of claim 5^ 
and U'ki'. design of claia 60 dn noL.need the comolicatf^i «ddi-ionc:l 
ma Chi nor V of Oerynffc*.. 
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Kcpiy tu Ofticc Action of June 25. ?im 

Finally, d^Mpits the coBipls^cai.Wd nature oi O^rooda, it dooo 
aot a31t5v/ the arxctact tc viecoratcd on toUi flide^. Tne 
pceaent invention claimea in claims 5)3 and 60 Ifi dircfcned 
toworOs it process and an ^^ppdcatus :fcr coating i.he artctact on 
both cides. 

In addition, f.he applicant believes that it wovld he 
iinpropBT 1.0 combine ch« dlscio-swrea o£ Claveau «md D«roodc 
' '.-jgether bocau^e as st.ii.ed in In Re Fin*, ft37 ~r2d 1371, 107^, 5 
U.b\t'*Q, 2d. 1596, 159B (i;"ed Cir, 1980) there muse "aome 
ohjt-.r,tive teaching in i hr: prior art^that wni/ld X«ad the 
individual Ln ccmbinc th9 rei«vdOt.'.tftachin<38 of th.e r«£erence3," 
Th« (applicant. 0cll«V6s ij»*<r. the rctarences to Claveflu and iiaroo^^rff 
vith roiation ^(J claima 53 and 6fr,; au:l-.iaHy tcGCh away f'om each 

First, thcce two documftnta do not relate to the 5a:«ve 
Ciubimacion Tftcluiolc^y. Ciaveati- .reldt.A.i to the decorating of 
artlrlHS on the entire surf<*r:ft hy meonc ot ela^jilr membranes 
presainq on the rrwualer support 'WHtle Dt^rn::dc rciataa to U«« 
carclal tli*:;-.oration oi an object by pressing agains- or ly ore oide 
of the object. The heating processes of D^LOode and Cisveau 
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AwAi. ds;Ad Scpi 200(3 

Reply to Offio* Action of uinc25. 2003 

differ as wi-.n . For cxarplQ, with CJ'flvcau, the hfi«i-ing atep 
orc.iii, after tnc vacuuia Ls formed via tha envelope snd th9 Inkt-t. 
With -Oorocd-?, sheet or transfer wjpport is heated first, ond 
the/i the cbjcct to bs 6f^rx)iAtQd is pressfid against the heated 
transfer sup^toft. Another difference between the«e two 
refen-Mt-tfts ia that claveau teache5-;o fiys-eiti sn<J d process wMch 
15 performed usiny a portable device' Buch as an envelope or dii 
elastic midmbrene ^ which is en!:lr^ily different Ih^n the dcsiqn of 
Deroodo v/hich includus a riqid vacuum ch«<mber 20. 

The orvc coitimon (foment between CZ^vestj and Dcroode is th«*. 
botn use exL^riial eiemcncg to aptjiy preesure onto a tTHjisfer 
Kuy^'ort to decorate an ;tbject. Hcw5Vor, thi-s feai'jrc is 
certainly oFie element in which thts'^preaent invention in clainia S3 
Hi-ai CO differs from C7*9vedU and Percode. Clau-i^flu applied 
pressure usiruj an external envelope wliich applies pressure on a 
tr;4r:8rer support or an inkyr, while ^oroode uses h frane 27, a 
counter tramfi 2<S, *i vacuum chest -20 and a bracket 3U all vorkttig 
togprhttt $0 that 0 ilexibla vcppoxt akin can be u^^ed to apply a 
decoration to the artefact. ! 
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^ffirlr. diOnJ Sepf. jB, 200> 

Reply to I tfficc ACIIPn of iwtfi 25» 200J 

With the present: Invftntion 03 clalKiBu Jti ciaijto b'6 and SO, 
the translex i^viiJporc itoclf is shaped as an envelope whit;h 
dORsu'i need any addlttoucfl support for applying « decorative ink 
to the artefact. Thue* wic^ th« pireu^ent invention, tbft J.iiinsfer 
of 'n/iLtiirial is r.uch less expensive *than witii CMve<fi*j bccau&s \z 
does not involve m^'i\\<j external^ and i»ore expenciv© envelcpn or 
nuambr^iftfc! or U5inq an extornyl ooitipiicatsd and poiiAibly mors 
^Kpcncive machir>Rry to apply zh^ inic ox: deccretion, 'i'hus, t-*:^ 
present, iavention not only dlffftra-/. it providOR « Iftss expensive 
more -Simple so3nr, Lun th«n thwt of tl>e nrior art. 

Thus, the Applicant believes :Xhat differoncea t>6tVR«:i, 
t-h© p^KsyiiL irivention as described- in independent i:Aai:r. 53 ana 60 
and Dcrood^ and CJhvuclu would mean nhat independent c-Sims 53 'Tid 
€0 aro pni.ea'table over th« abov^:* "cited rcter9nc©s ami therefore 
O&rcodc and CJav«ai7 should not bc coinbined .rj render cla;.ms 53 
Dni ^0 unpatftni.rtble. Thuo, because ihft applicant balisvbt*: 
.'rciftpandent claims 53 and 60 ar«> allowable, thelf associated 
doper.dent cl=n'm» should be allow^ji^ well, 

•rherfi'otey with who riling i h« encloaod Kequsa-, for 
Cofitinucd Examination, the applicant rasped Folly requests ^ntry 
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